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$7.8M American Sports Centers - Avondale construction begins

by David Madrid

Avondale, AZ - Avondale has begun
construction of a $7.8 million indoor
sports facility billed as a catalyst for
the development of its City Center.

The City Council has approved a
contract with Tempe-based Sundt
Construction Inc. to build the 83,000-
square-foot American Sports Centers
- Avondale.

Avondale will own the sports center.
Mission Viejo, Calif.-based American
Sports Centers will provide the daily
operational management of the cen-
ter under a partnership with the city.

The sports center will be the first
commercial development in the
Avondale City Center, envisioned
as a destination for shopping, restau-
rants and entertainment mixed with
hotels, condos and office space.

The sluggish economy has made it
more lucrative to build now. The es-
timated $9 million construction cost
was whittled down to $7.8 million.
An additional $1.5 million will be
spent for the facility furniture, fix-
tures and equipment.

A retail center that will be built on
the west side of the sports center will
be a separate contract, said Dan Da-
vis, Avondale’s parks and recreation

director.

The sports center should be com-
pleted in October, and the retail part
in November, according to City
Councilman Ken Weise.

“This shows the city is willing to
reinvest in Avondale to attract
other investors and other users,” he
said. Construction of the two build-
ings will occur simultaneously. Infra-
structure is being put into the ground
and earth-movers are working to
bring the site to grade.

The entire complex will be named
the Randall McDaniel Sports Com-
plex while the sports center big box
is named American Sports Centers -
Avondale.

Last year, the city entered into a
partnership with American Sports
Centers to build the facility, the first
of its kind in the state. The initial
agreement enables Avondale to ex-
pand its recreational opportunities
to offer a center for youth, adult and
senior classes and programs, sports
leagues and tournaments.

The facility aims to fill a need for
more indoor sports venues while
generating an estimated $6.4 million
annual economic benefit to the local

economy.

“It’s hard to ask the kids to go out
there and practice when it’s
still dark out,” Weise said. ““You have
dedicated parents who have the head-
lights of their cars flashing on the
basketball and volleyball courts. This
(center) gives kids a safe environ-
ment to play in. It brings the commu-
nity together, and we did this without
raising any taxes at all.”

The sports center will feature two
indoor synthetic turf soccer
fields, six basketball courts, eight vol-
leyball courts, multipurpose
rooms and food-service facilities.

Based on market research by Amer-
ican Sports Centers, one-third of the
150,000 people a year that come
through the center will be from other
cities.

The facility, which will be built near
two Hilton hotels off Interstate 10
and Avondale Boulevard, is expected
to generate about 5,000 hotel night
stays per year.

The project helps the development
of the City Center area, 402 acres
bounded by 1-10 on the north, the
Avondale Civic Center on the south,
111th Avenue on the east and 119th

Avenue on the west.
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